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SOME IMPORTANT THINGS FOR YOU TO REMEMBER:

1.
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THE DEPENDENCY COURT:
HOW IT WORKS

If you have additional 
questions about the 
process, please ask 
your lawyer or the judge.

Social worker:

The date of my next hearing is:

8

Additional Information:

The social worker cannot give you legal advice but will 
explain procedures.

2.

Some important telephone numbers:

Juvenile court:

Lawyer:

JUVENILE COURT

You must tell the court 
and the social worker 
where your mail should 
be sent so you will 
receive all the important 
documents about your 
child.  If you change 
your mailing address, 
you must tell your social 
worker immediately.

3.

Quaän __________
TOAØ AÙN THIEÁU NHI
TOAØ PHUÏ THUOÄC:

HOAÏT ÑOÄNG RA SAO

Maãu ñôn ñöôïc Chaáp thuaän ñeå Söû duïng Tuyø yù
Hoäi ñoàng Toaø aùn California

JV-055 [Rev.1 Thaùng Gieâng naêm 2001]

MOÄT SOÁ ÑIEÀU QUAN TROÏNG DAØNH CHO QUYÙ 
VÒ ÑEÅ GHI NHÔÙ:
1.  Nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi khoâng theå coá vaán cho quyù vò veà luaät phaùp 

ñöôïc nhöng seõ giaûi thích caùc thuû tuïc ôû Toaø.

2.  Neáu quyù vò caàn bieát theâm tieán 
trình naøy, xin haõy hoûi luaät sö 
cuûa quyù vò hoaëc chaùnh aùn.

3.  Quyù vò phaûi noùi cho Toaø vaø 
nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi bieát laø neáu 
göûi thö cho quyù vò thì neân göûi 
veà ñòa chæ naøo ñeå quyù vò coù 
theå nhaän caùc taøi lieäu quan 
troïng veà con cuûa quyù vò. Neáu 
coù thay ñoåi ñòa chæ nhaän thö, 
thì quyù vò phaûi baùo cho nhaân 
vieân xaõ hoäi cuûa quyù vò hay 
bieát laäp töùc.  

Chi tieát phuï theâm:
Moät soá caùc ñieän thoaïi caàn thieát:

Nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi:

Toaø aùn thieáu nhi:

Luaät sö:
Ngaøy luaän toäi saép tôùi cuûa toâi laø ngaøy:
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1.

2.

As a court dependent:

The court may allow your child to reside in your home 
under court supervision; or 

The court may place your child outside of your home.

One of the goals of the 
dependency court is to have the 
matter regarding your child 
resolved as quickly as possible. 
We need your help and 
cooperation to do that. The court 
has become involved with you and 
your child because certain things 
have happened in your life that led 
to this involvement; you will be 
required to follow specific steps to 

PLEASE READ THE PETITION CAREFULLY.

end court involvement. You must follow these steps within 
certain time limits. The steps and the time limits will be 
explained to you.

At that hearing, the court has only three choices, in 
the following order of preference:

(1)

b.

To terminate your parental rights and order the 
child placed for adoption ("Terminating your 
parental rights" means that legally you are no 
longer the child's parent);

To appoint a legal guardian for your child; or

To place your child in long-term foster care.

[JV–055]

If your child becomes a dependent of the court, that 
means that the court will make orders for you, for your 
child, and for the social worker, so that your child will be 
protected. In most cases, you will have an opportunity to 
end court involvement.

If, during the time your child is a dependent of the court, 
reunification services are not ordered, or reunification 
efforts fail, your child could be adopted.

The specific reasons you are in court are stated in the 
petition and in other papers you may have received.

(2)

(3)

If a relative adopts your child, you, the adoptive 
parent(s), and the child may agree to postadoption
contact between you and your child. Your lawyer can 
explain this "Kinship Adoption Agreement" to you if 
adoption by a relative is the permanent plan.

If the court decides that your 
child will not be returned to you 
and another plan for the child is 
required, the court MUST set a 
hearing within four months to 
decide what should happen to 
your child.

How does the court make a permanent plan for my 
child?

a.

6.Moät trong caùc muïc ñích cuûa Toaø Phuï 
thuoäc laø ñeå giaûi quyeát vuï vieäc cho con 
cuûa quyù vò caøng sôùm caøng toát. Chuùng 
toâi caàn quyù vò hoã trôï vaø hôïp taùc ñeå 
laøm vieäc aáy. Toaø laâu nay lieân luî vôùi 
quyù vò vaø con cuûa quyù vò laø vì moät soá 
chuyeän ñaõ xaûy ra trong cuoäc soáng cuûa 
quyù vò khieán daãn ñeán vieäc dính daáp 
naøy; quyù vò seõ ñöôïc yeâu caàu coù nhöõng 
böôùc ñaëc bieät ñeå keát thuùc caùc lieân luî 
cuûa Toaø.

Neáu nhö con cuûa quyù vò laø treû phuï thuoäc Toaø, thì ñieàu aáy coù 
nghóa laø Toaø seõ ra leänh cho quyù vò, cho con cuûa quyù vò, vaø cho 
nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi ñeå con cuûa quyù vò ñöôïc baûo veä. Trong phaàn 
lôùn caùc tröôøng hôïp, quyù vò seõ coù cô hoäi chaám döùt vieäc lieân luî 
cuûa Toaø.
 
Vôùi tö caùch laø treû phuï thuoäc Toaø:

1 Toaø coù theå seõ cho pheùp con cuûa quyù vò ñöôïc cö nguï taïi 
nhaø cuûa quyù vò döôùi söï giaùm saùt cuûa Toaø; hoaëc

2. Toaø coù theå ñeå cho con cuûa quyù vò soáng beân ngoaøi gia 
ñình quyù vò.

Neáu nhö, trong thôøi gian con cuûa quyù vò laø treû phuï thuoäc Toaø, 
maø caùc dòch vuï ñoaøn tuï khoâng ñöôïc cho pheùp, hoaëc moïi coá 
gaéng ñeå ñoaøn tuï ñeàu thaát baïi, thì con cuûa quyù vò coù theå seõ ñöôïc 
nhaän laøm con nuoâi. Caùc lyù do khieán quyù vò phaûi ra Toaø ñaõ 
ñöôïc noùi ñeán trong ñôn thænh caàu cuõng nhö trong caùc giaáy tôø 
maø coù leõ laâu nay quyù vò ñaõ nhaän ñöôïc.

XIN VUI LOØNG ÑOÏC KYÕ ÑÔN THÆNH CAÀU

Laøm theá naøo Toaø coù ñöôïc keá hoaïch laâu daøi cho con toâi?

a) Neáu Toaø quyeát ñònh laø con cuûa quyù 
vò seõ khoâng veà ôû vôùi quyù vò nöõa vaø 
ñoøi coù keá hoaïch khaùc cho ñöùa con 
naøy, thì toaø PHAÛI laäp moät phieân 
luaän toäi trong voøng boán thaùng ñeå 
phaùn quyeát xem chuyeän gì seõ xaûy 
ñeán ñoái vôùi con cuûa quyù vò.

b) ÔÛ phieân luaän toäi aáy, Toaø chæ coù ba 
choïn löïa caû thaûy, theo thöù töï öu tieân sau ñaây:

1. Nhaèm chaám döùt quyeàn haïn cuûa cha meï vaø truyeàn leänh cho 
ñöùa treû laøm con nuoâi (“Chaám döùt quyeàn laøm cha meï cuûa quyù 
vò” coù nghóa laø theo luaät phaùp quyù vò khoâng coøn laø cha meï cuûa 
ñöùa con aáy nöõa);
2. Nhaèm chæ ñònh moät ngöôøi giaùm hoä theo luaät phaùp cho con 
cuûa quyù vò; hoaëc
3. Trao con cuûa quyù vò cho ngöôøi baûo döôõng troâng nom daøi 
haïn.
Neáu coù hoï haøng baø con chòu nuoâi con cuûa quyù vò, thì cha/meï 
(caùc cha meï) nuoâi aáy, vaø ñöùa con aáy coù theå ñi ñeán thoaû thuaän 
laø seõ coù söï lieân laïc giöõa quyù vò vaø con cuûa quyù vò sau khi ñöôïc 
nhaän nuoâi. Luaät sö cuûa quyù vò seõ giaûi thích cho quyù vò hieåu veà 
“Thoaû Thuaän Nhaän Con Nuoâi Theo Tö Caùch Hoï Haøng” neáu 
nhö ngöôøi baø con aáy nhaän nuoâi theo keá hoaïch daøi haïn.  



If your child was over three years old, and the child 
is not returned to you after six months, the court can 
order services for six more months.

BECAUSE if the court orders a hearing for a 
permanent plan, your child will not be returned to 
you and there will be NO more assistance by the 
social worker or the court to help you reunify with 
your child.
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e.

f.

Services to reunify your 
child with you will end 
after 12 months unless 
the court decides there 
is a substantial
probability that your 
child can be returned to 
you by the end of 18 
months from the time 
the police officer or 
social worker took your 
child away. 

In order for the court to consider returning your child 
to you, you must follow the orders of the court 
without delay.

If services are ended, the court will set a hearing to make 
a permanent plan for the child.

a.

b.

1. Do I need a lawyer?

You have the right to have a lawyer 
represent you in court, and the first 
court hearing in your case may be 
postponed for a short time so that 
you may hire one. If you cannot 
afford a lawyer, the court may 
appoint one for you. You may have 
to repay the court for the costs of 
your lawyer according to your ability 
to pay.

[JV–055]

2. Will anyone else have a lawyer?
The county counsel may be representing the social 
worker and the court may also appoint a lawyer to 
represent your child. The lawyer's job is to represent the 
interests of your child. A Court Appointed Special 
Advocate, called a CASA volunteer, may also be 
appointed by the court to assist your child.

3. What will happen at the first hearing?

If your child has been taken away 
from you, at the first court 
hearing the judge will decide 
whether your child will be 
returned to you until the next 
court hearing, or whether your 
child will remain away from you.

Be sure to tell the social worker or your lawyer about 
any of the child's relatives who might be able to care 
for your child until the next hearing (or longer) if your 
child is not returned to you at the first hearing.

d.

If your child was under three years old when he or 
she was first removed from your care, and you have 
not participated regularly in court ordered treatment, 
or if you have not contacted or visited your child for 
the last six months, the court can end services.  If a 
brother or sister of the child under three was also 
removed, services may end for that child also.

c. Neáu nhö con cuûa quyù vò nhoû döôùi ba tuoåi khi ñöôïc taùch khoûi 
söï chaêm soùc cuûa quyù vò, vaø quyù vò khoâng tham gia ñeàu ñaën 
vaøo vieäc chöõa chaïy theo leänh toaø, hoaëc neáu nhö quyù vò laâu 
nay khoâng tieáp xuùc hoaëc thaêm con mình trong saùu thaùng vöøa 
qua, thì Toaø coù theå seõ chaám döùt moïi dòch vuï. Neáu moät ngöôøi 
anh hoaëc chò cuûa ñöùa nhoû döôùi ba tuoåi naøy cuõng bò taùch ñi xa, 
thì caùc dòch vuï cho ñöùa treû aáy cuõng chaám döùt luoân.

Neáu con cuûa quyù vò treân ba tuoåi, vaø sau saùu thaùng maø treû aáy 
khoâng veà laïi vôùi quyù vò, thì Toaø coù theå seõ cho pheùp coù caùc 
dòch vuï theâm saùu thaùng nöõa.

Moïi dòch vuï nhaèm ñoaøn tuï con 
cuûa quyù vò vôùi quyù vò seõ chaám 
döùt sau 12 thaùng tröø phi Toaø 
phaùn quyeát laø coù khaû naêng ñích 
thöïc raèng con cuûa quyù vò coù 
theå veà laïi vôùi quyù vò tröôùc cuoái 
18 thaùng keå töø ngaøy nhaân vieân 
caûnh saùt hoaëc nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi 
ñem con cuûa quyù vò ñi.

Neáu nhö caùc dòch vuï ñeàu chaám döùt, thì Toaø seõ ñònh ra moät 
phieân luaän toäi ñeå coù keá hoaïch daøi haïn cho ñöùa treû.

Muoán cho Toaø cöùu xeùt vieäc ñem con cuûa quyù vò traû laïi cho 
quyù vò, thì quyù vò phaûi tuaân theo caùc leänh cuûa Toaø khoâng ñöôïc 
chaäm treã.

BÔÛI VÌ neáu Toaø ra leänh laäp moät phieân luaän toäi ñeå coù keá 
hoaïch laâu daøi, thì con cuûa quyù vò seõ khoâng veà laïi vôùi quyù vò 
vaø seõ KHOÂNG COÙ söï giuùp ñôõ naøo khaùc töø nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi 
hoaëc töø phía Toaø ñeå quyù vò ñöôïc ñoaøn tuï vôùi con cuûa quyù vò 
nöõa.

1. Toâi caàn phaûi coù luaät sö khoâng?
 
Quyù vò ñöôïc quyeàn coù luaät sö ñaïi dieän 
cho quyù vò tröôùc Toaø, vaø phieân luaän toäi 
ñaàu tieân cuûa quyù vò taïi Toaø coù theå ñöôïc 
dôøi laïi moät thôøi gian ngaén ñeå quyù vò coù 
theå möôùn moät luaät sö. Neáu nhö quyù vò 
khoâng ñuû söùc möôùn luaät sö, thì Toaø coù 
theå chæ ñònh moät luaät sö cho quyù vò. Coù 
leõ quyù vò seõ phaûi traû tieàn cho Toaø veà 
caùc toån phí luaät sö theo khaû naêng chi 
traû cuûa quyù vò.
2. Ngöôøi naøo khaùc coù ñöôïc luaät sö khoâng?

Luaät sö coá vaán cuûa Quaän coù theå ñaïi dieän cho nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi 
vaø Toaø cuõng coù theå chæ ñònh moät luaät sö ñaïi dieän cho con cuûa 
quyù vò. Coâng vieäc cuûa vò luaät sö naøy laø ñaïi dieän quyeàn lôïi cho 
con cuûa quyù vò. Ngöôøi Baøo Chöõa Ñaëc Bieät Do Toaø Chæ Ñònh, 
coøn goïi laø thieän-nguyeän-vieân CASA, cuõng coù theå ñöôïc Toaø chæ 
ñònh ñeå giuùp ñôõ con cuûa quyù vò.

3. Chuyeän gì seõ xaûy ra taïi phieân luaän toäi ñaàu tieân?

Neáu con cuûa quyù vò bò taùch rôøi khoûi 
quyù vò, thì taïi phieân luaän toäi ñaàu tieân 
chaùnh aùn seõ phaùn quyeát hoaëc cho 
con cuûa quyù vò ñöôïc veà laïi vôùi quyù 
vò cho ñeán phieân luaän toäi saép tôùi, 
haëc con cuûa quyù vò vaãn cöù phaûi xa 
rôøi quyù vò. 

Haõy chaéc chaén laø quyù vò noùi cho nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi hoaëc 
cho luaät sö cuûa quyù vò bieát veà baát cöù hoï haøng baø con naøo 
cuûa ñöùa treû coù khaû naêng troâng nom cho con cuûa quyù vò cho 
ñeán phieân luaän toäi saép tôùi (hoaëc laâu hôn theá) neáu nhö con 
cuûa quyù vò khoâng ñöôïc pheùp trôû laïi vôùi quyù vò.
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In most cases you will be able to have visits with 
your child if the child is not returned to you.

4.  What happens then?
You have a right to have a trial where the judge will 
decide whether the statements in the petition are true.

a.

b.

c.

If there is to be a trial, a date will be set for that 
trial.
Whether your child is with you or not, if you admit that 
all or part of the statements in the petition are true, or 
allow the judge to make a decision based on the reports 
presented, there will not be a trial on those issues.

The social worker will prepare a report for the court, based 
on an investigation that will include talking to you and to 
others. The report will include recommendations about 
where your child should be living for the next six months 
(when the next court hearing will be held) and what you 
and others can do to help solve the problems that brought 
you and your child into court.

There will be a case plan that will be worked out by you 
and the social worker; this plan will be presented to the 
court. The court will probably order that all or part of the 
case plan be carried out. The case plan may include 
such things as the following:

Parenting classes

If your child is removed from your custody and 
there is a case plan ordered, the social worker 
will be required to include in the case plan: (1) 
services to help you reunify with your child and 
(2) services to achieve legal permanence for 
your child should reunification fail. Legal 
permanence may include adoption or 
appointment of a legal guardian.

a.

b.

c.

5.  What do I need to do then?
The social worker and others will be required to 
assist you to obtain the services listed in your case 
plan.

The court will review your case 
at least every six months. At the 
first review hearing, the court 
will consider whether court 
dependency for your child is still 
required and, if your child has 
been removed from your home, 
whether your child may be 
returned home.

[JV–055]

Individual counseling

Family counseling
Treatment for abuse of 
alcohol and other drugs

Special programs and classes

Visitation with your child

a.
b.

c.
d.

e.

f.

It is important that you get started on your case 
plan as soon as possible. Following the case 
plan, within the required time lines, is the key to 
reunification with your child.

If, at any time after your child is removed from you, you 
decide that you are not interested in reunifying with your 
child, you can talk with your social worker. You should 
also talk with your lawyer, who can explain your right to 
(1) waive reunification services, (2) relinquish your 
parental rights, and (3) assist in the development of a 
permanent plan for your child.

If the judge decides that the statements in the petition are 
true, the judge will probably make your child a dependent 
child of the court, which means that your control over your 
child will be limited and the child may be removed from 
your custody.

Trong phaàn lôùn caùc tröôøng hôïp, quyù vò coù theå ñi thaêm con cuûa quyù vò 
neáu nhö ñöùa treû khoâng ñöôïc trôû veà vôùi quyù vò.

4. Sau ñoù chuyeän gì seõ xaûy ra?
a) Quyù vò ñöôïc quyeàn coù phieân xöû aùn maø vaøo böõa ñoù chaùnh aùn seõ 
phaùn quyeát laø nhöõng ñieàu cam keát trong ñôn thænh caàu coù ñuùng söï 
thaät khoâng.

b) Neáu coù phieân xöû aùn, thì ngaøy thaùng cuûa phieân xöû seõ ñöôïc aán ñònh.

c) Baát luaän laø con cuûa quyù vò coù ôû vôùi quyù vò hay khoâng, neáu quyù vò 
chaáp nhaän raèng toaøn theå hoaëc moät phaàn cuûa lôøi cam keát trong ñôn 
thænh caàu laø ñuùng söï thaät, hoaëc neáu quyù vò ñeå cho chaùnh aùn ñöa phaùn 
quyeát döïa treân caùc baùo caùo ñöôïc trình leân, thì seõ khoâng coù phieân xöû 
aùn veà caùc vaán ñeà aáy.

Nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi seõ chuaån bò moät baûn töôøng trình cho Toaø, döïa 
treân coâng cuoäc ñieàu tra goàm nhöõng ñieàu ñaõ noùi cho quyù vò vaø cho 
nhöõng ngöôøi khaùc nöõa. Baûn töôøng trình aáy seõ goàm coù caùc ñeà nghò veà 
chuyeän con cuûa quyù vò seõ ôû ñaâu trong saùu thaùng saép tôùi (khi phieân 
luaän toäi saép tôùi ñöôïc thieát laäp) vaø nhöõng ñieàu maø quyù vò cuøng caùc 
ngöôøi khaùc coù theå laøm ñöôïc ñeå giuùp giaûi quyeát caùc vaán ñeà ñem ñeán 
cho quyù vò vaø con cuûa quyù vò ôû Toaø.

Neáu chaùnh aùn phaùn quyeát raèng nhöõng lôøi cam keát trong ñôn thænh 
caàu laø ñuùng söï thaät, thì chaùnh aùn coù leõ seõ quyeát ñònh laø con cuûa quyù 
vò laø treû phuï thuoäc Toaø, ñieàu naøy coù nghóa laø vieäc quyù vò cheá ngöï 
treân con cuûa quyù vò seõ bò haïn cheá vaø ñöùa treû coù theå bò taùch ñi xa 
khoâng ñeå quyù vò troâng nom nöõa.

Seõ coù keá hoaïch kieän tuïng maø quyù vò cuõng nhö nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi phaûi 
ñeà thaûo; keá hoaïch naøy seõ ñöôïc ñeä trình leân Toaø. Coù leõ Toaø seõ phaùn 
quyeát raèng taát caû hoaëc moät phaàn 
cuûa keá hoaïch seõ ñöôïc tieán haønh. Keá 
hoaïch naøy coù theå bao goàm nhöõng 
ñieàu lieät keâ döôùi ñaây:
a. Caùc lôùp nuoâi daïy con caùi
b. Coá vaán caù nhaân
c. Coá vaán gia ñình
d. Chöõa beänh nghieän röôïu vaø ma tuyù
e. Caùc chöông trình vaø lôùp daïy ñaëc bieät
f. Thaêm con quyù vò

Neáu nhö, con cuûa quyù vò bò taùch xa khoâng cho quyù 
vò chaêm soùc vaø neáu coù leänh buoäc phaûi bao goàm  keá 
hoaïch kieän tuïng, thì nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi ñöôïc yeâu caàu 
ñöa vaøo keá hoaïch aáy: (1) caùc dòch vuï nhaèm giuùp 
quyù vò ñoaøn tuï vôùi con cuûa quyù vò vaø (2) caùc dòch 
vuï nhaèm hoaøn taát tính caùch laâu daøi theo luaät ñònh 
cho con cuûa quyù vò neáu nhö vieäc ñoaøn tuï thaát baïi. 
Tính caùch laâu daøi theo luaät ñònh coù theå bao goàm 
vieäc nhaän con nuoâi hoaëc chæ ñònh ngöôøi giaùm hoä 
theo luaät phaùp.

Neáu nhö, vaøo baát cöù luùc naøo sau khi con cuûa quyù vò bò taùch rôøi 
khoûi quyù vò, maø quyù vò quyeát ñònh laø quyù vò khoâng coøn muoán 
ñoaøn tuï vôùi con cuûa mình nöõa thì quyù vò neân noùi chuyeän vôùi 
nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi cuûa mình. Quyù vò cuõng phaûi baùo cho luaät sö 
cuûa mình hay bieát ñeå vò aáy coù theå giaûi thích quyeàn haïn cuûa 
quyù vò laø (1) ñöôïc khöôùc töø caùc dòch vuï ñoaøn tuï, (2) ñöôïc töø 
boû quyeàn laøm cha meï cuûa mình, vaø (3) ñöôïc giuùp ñôõ trong 
vieäc trieån khai keá hoaïch laâu daøi cho con cuûa quyù vò.
5. Sau ñoù toâi phaûi laøm gì?
a. Nhaân vieân xaõ hoäi vaø caùc ngöôøi khaùc seõ ñöôïc yeâu caàu giuùp 
ñôõ quyù vò ñeå ñaït ñöôïc nhöõng dòch vuï lieät keâ trong keá hoaïch 
cuûa quyù vò.

Ñieàu quan troïng laø quyù vò phaûi baét ñaàu keá hoaïch cuûa quyù vò 
caøng sôùm caøng toát. Tuaân thuû keá hoaïch naøy, trong khuoân khoå 
thôøi gian qui ñònh, laø ñieàu chính yeáu giuùp quyù vò ñoaøn tuï vôùi 
con cuûa quyù vò.

Toaø seõ taùi xeùt vuï vieäc cuûa quyù vò ít 
nhaát saùu thaùng moät laàn. Vaøo laàn taùi 
xeùt phieân luaän toäi ñaàu tieân, Toaø seõ 
xeùt xem vieäc con cuûa quyù vò coù vaãn 
caàn phuï thuoäc vaøo Toaø hay khoâng 
vaø, neáu nhö con cuûa quyù vò laâu nay 
vaãn bò taùch xa khoûi quyù vò, thì xeùt 
xem con cuûa quyù vò coù theå ñöôïc 
pheùp trôû veà nhaø hay khoâng.


